
INTRODUCTORY RITES 
Following the homily, pilgrims are invited onto the Sanctuary or another suitable place.

Celebrant: For centuries pilgrimage has been a privileged period of grace given us by 
God. Pilgrims have, throughout time used them as ways of growing in their 
relationship with Christ, and strengthening their resolve to be his witnesses 
throughout the world.

 As a parish community this weekend, we gather with these our young people 
who eagerly await their pilgrimage to the Australian Catholic Youth Festival.  
We gather to celebrate with them the beginning of this journey, and we bless 
them, that their time of pilgrimage may draw them closer to the Lord.  Let us 
now unite in prayer for them:

INTERCESSIONS 
Assisting minister:  Father all-holy, in the Passover exodus you prefigured the blessed road of your 

people toward salvation; grant that in all the paths we follow we may remain 
wholeheartedly faithful to you. For this we pray: 

 R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Assisting minister:  You set your Church in this world as a sanctuary from which the true light 
would shine for all to see; grant that many people will enter this sanctuary and 
walk in your ways. For this we pray: R. 

Assisting minister:  You have told us that here we have no lasting city; grant that we may always 
seek the city that is to come. For this we pray: R. 

Assisting minister:  You teach all the faithful to perceive the signs of your presence along all 
the pathways of life; grant that like the disciples of Emmaus we may come 
to recognise Christ as the companion of our journey and know him in the 
breaking of the bread. For this we pray: R. 

PRAYER OF BLESSING 
With hands outstretched, the celebrant continues with the prayer of blessing.

All-powerful God, you always show mercy toward those who love you and you are never far away 
for those who seek you. Remain with your servants on this holy pilgrimage and guide their way 
in accord with your will. Shelter them with your protection by day, give them the light of your 
grace by night, and, as their companion on the journey, bring them to their destination in safety.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

R. Amen. 

The Celebrant or parish representative presents the pilgrims with their pilgrim t-shirt and cap.

Mass continues as usual


